The Secrets Of Good Web Hosts:
What You Need To Know
By Andrea Gatuso
A host is generally a server or rack of servers that "hosts" the files composing your website via
the Internet. Companies usually offer various packages at different rates for their hosting
services, but it's important that you make a choice with your future company in mind, and not
just saving a few bucks at the moment.
Not only do you need to select a good web hosting company, but you need to select the right
package. Usually the more expensive the package, the more bandwidth you receive as well as
disk space. Disk space is important because it is where all of your pages and site information is
stored. You need a large amount of disk space in order to have an advanced site.
Not only do you have to select a reputable hosting company and choose a package, you must
also decide between hosting types such as Windows, Unix, etc. You need to know what your
options are and look into all available choices to see what is best for you and your business.
If you want to use a shopping cart software, make sure it is compatible with your web host. A
good web host should support certain features such as Web scripting, dynamic content or
executable files. These features will allow you to add different ways for your visitors to interact
with your website, for instance by leaving feedback.
A good web hosting provider should have good, responsive customer service, so be sure to
consider this when choosing a host. Find out how quickly they respond to problems or
complaints that their customers have. You want to choose a host that will work to quickly and
professionally resolve any problems you encounter.
You should know that not all web hosting services support Flash plug in. Using Flash on your
site allows you to create a more interactive experience for your visitors, for instance with videos,
games and new design possibilities. If you are not planning on using Flash, this is not a feature
you should worry about.
The Price point is not really an indicator of quality in a web host. The variety of options that are
available from most web hosts is rather broad, not to mention the efforts to market a business or
compete in the market. You can see so much fluctuation in price that you could never pinpoint
the best host easily. Research the host, not the price.
When selecting a web host, consider how much the host costs. Some hosts charge on a peryear basis while some may be month-to-month. Look for a host that costs an average of about
$5 per month as this will most likely give you a great value for your money as opposed to a free
hosting site that may not offer as many options.
If you will be using more than one domain name or run more than one website, it's important to
select a web host that allows add-on domains. You can find hosts that allow you to have up to
20 different websites on one account for free which should allow you plenty of options.

If you are changing to a new host, you should use a redirecting page for 48 hours. Create a
personalized page explaining why your site is moving to a new host with a link to your site.
Make sure you choose a host that can guarantee you your site will be up in 48 hours.
Be aware of what type of storage the web host offers. This is only relevant for certain site
owners, though. If you have a site that requires a lot of videos and music, then you need to
ensure the host offers the space necessary. Decide how much space you need in advance to
ensure you are getting a host that supplies you will just what you need.
Read the website of your host carefully. A great website is usually filled with information on the
different things that you need to learn in order to optimize your website. Ask if you get access to
even more data once you sign up.
When choosing a web hosting company look for one that has a user-friendly control panel. You
want a control panel that makes things simple when it comes to handling your files, configuring
security, stat checking, observing web traffic amount, transferring domains, and an easy to use
file editor. If the control panel is difficult to use or does not have any good features, then look for
a different host company.
If you plan on having a small website and not having to upload pictures or other large files, then
you need not worry about bandwidth or storage space when choosing your web hosting service.
You can even choose an unlimited bandwidth plan since you will always qualify for this offer.
Check how many customers your host supports. This may not be as big of a concern with very
large companies, but it can make a huge difference if you are with a small one. A larger number
of customers results in bandwidth that is split more ways, and too many users on one server will
slow things down to a crawl.
Look at the testimonials of a company closely, especially those featured on their site. Many
shady web hosting companies offer fake customer reviews on their site. For some companies,
this may be easy to spot, for others it may be more difficult. In either case, do not take these
testimonials at face value. Get reviews from independent message boards not affiliated with the
web hosting company.
One effective way to determine the reliability of a web host that you are considering is to access
the websites of their customers at various times throughout the day for several days. You
should check for any errors that could be the fault of the web host, and find out whether the load
times are fast enough. If you are running an online business, this is very important since slow
load times can cost you customers!
If there was anything in your business that you should be willing to splurge on, it's the power of
a proper host. It will be one of the most important decisions you make, and if you choose wrong,
it could end up meaning months of lost service and lost profits.
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